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Pool II: Learning from lumbung one: Collectivity in Art Education
(in cooperation with Kunsthalle Zurich)

Documenta fifteen – or "lumbung one", as ruangrupa calls it – came to an end in September 2022. However,
the idea of the rice barn "lumbung" and the various alternative approaches continue to have an impact on
artistic, education and curatorial practices. What can we (un)learn from "lumbung one"? How can these
approaches be translated into our own mediation practice? We would like to discuss these and further
questions in collaboration with staff members of Kunsthalle Zurich. 

The starting point of the seminar is the experience gained by Chiara Giardi and Desirée Hieronimus when
they worked as sobat-sobat at documenta fifteen alongside their studies in the Master Art Education,
Curatorial Studies. sobat-sobat (sing. sobat) means *~ friends/companions in Bahasa Indonesia, but it was
also the name given to the art educators working for the education department at documenta fifteen
(May–September 2022). 

During this seminar, they will share their experience as sobat-sobat and together, we aim to compost
knowledge and practices rooted in friendship and collectivity in art education. We will start by delving deep
into the practice of lumbung as Desirée and Chiara lived and interpreted it for their work as sobat-sobat.
During documenta fifteen, the sobat-sobat developed strategies of resistance in light of their experience.
For example, they developed slogans like “ever been friend-zoned by an institution?” to critically reflect on
their role as ’friends’ of the public in such an exhibition; they hacked their own workwear via screen printing
to raise awareness about their working conditions; and founded a group for meme-based harvesting.
Throughout the course, we will build on these strategies. We will harvest (~ document and reflect on
processes in a very personal, partial, and creative way) our meetings and celebrate it in an open majelis (~
assembly) for art educators.  

Moreover, we will practice nongkrong (~ chilling out together) to informally exchange first-hand experiences
about our practices and combine this with literature on collectivity in Art Education. From there, we will
explore together what could be learnt and possibly speculate and test, on a small scale and experimental
way, how to apply and modify similar strategies of resistance to other institutions and contexts. We will
invite other art education collectives into the discussion, investigating their practices while seeking a local
anchor, both in the city of Zürich and in your/our own personal, educational and professional backgrounds. 

* the tilde (~) symbolizes that there is no direct translation for these practices
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Nummer und Typ mae-mae-207.23F.001 / Moduldurchführung

Modul Pool II

Veranstalter Departement Kulturanalysen und Vermittlung

Leitung Bruno Heller, Desirée Hieronimus, Seline Fülscher (Kunsthalle Zürich), Chiara Giardi

Zeit Mo 20. März 2023 bis Di 4. April 2023

Ort 20.3.2023, 13:30 - 16:30, Toni 4.T39
27.3.2023, 13:30 - 16:30, Toni 4.T39

ECTS 2 Credits

Lehrform Seminar, Workshop, nongkrong (~ chilling out together), majelis (~ gathering)

Zielgruppen Open to all students who are interested in exploring questions of contemporary art
education.
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Lernziele /
Kompetenzen

Learning objective: Knowledge
•	artistic, curatorial and educational practices at documenta fifteen
•	collectivity in art education
•	networking and exchange regarding different practices in the group

Learning objective: Methods 
•	reading and discussion of specialist literature
•	harvest
•	nongkrong
•	silkscreen printing, memeing

Learning objective: Self-positioning 
•	valuing community-making practices, not just as professional networks
•	being informed and, if necessary, critical towards working conditions in art
education
•	being informed and, if necessary, critical towards individualisation in art education 
(e.g. freelancing etc.)

Bibliographie /
Literatur

A reader will be provided for the seminar.

Leistungsnachweis /
Testatanforderung

80% attendance, active participation

Termine Introduction sessions at Toni-Areal
Mo., 20.03.2023, KW 12 / SW 5, 13:30 – 16:30 h, Raum 4.T39
Mo., 27.3.2023, KW 13 / SW 6, 13:30 – 16:30 h, Raum 4.T39

Project week at Kunsthalle Zürich, KW 15 / SW 15
Di., 11.04.2023, 13 – 17 Uhr 
Mi., 12.04.2023, 13 – 17 Uhr
Do., 13.04.2023, 13 – 17 Uhr
Fr., 14.04.2023 13 – 18 Uhr (including open majelis / public workshops for art
educators)

Bewertungsform bestanden / nicht bestanden

Bemerkung Our working language will be English. We welcome inputs/contributions at all
language levels.
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