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Kontext: contact zone – a project on international artistic cooperation

The project aims to enable the participants to experience foreign realities. In addition, it strives for a critical
examination of social media and digital means of communication, which are ever-present in our daily lives
and shape our ways of thinking and acting. It attempts to turn this issue into an encounter and a reflection
space through artistic exploration. The participants will deal theoretically and practically with
post_colonialism and "globalization", as well as artistic work in a social context and participation in
contemporary art. 
The title refers to the concept of Mary Louise Pratt's "The Contact Zone" (1991), originally developed for
the linguistics, now also discussed in the human sciences, in the context of feminist theory, critical race
theory, post-colonial theory and critical pedagogy, which provides a social space for linguistic and cultural
encounters in which power is negotiated. Pratt's "Contact Zone" is a place of transculturality, critical
engagement with the community, critical pedagogy, authethnography, criticism, discussion and resistance
to hegemony.

Angebot für
Bisheriges Studienmodell > Fine Arts > Bachelor Fine Arts > Grundstudium > Kontext
Bisheriges Studienmodell > Fine Arts > Bachelor Fine Arts > Hauptstudium > Kontext

Nummer und Typ BKM-BKM-Ko.19F.011 / Moduldurchführung

Modul Kontext

Veranstalter Departement Fine Arts

Leitung Olivia Jaques

Anzahl Teilnehmende maximal 14

ECTS 3 Credits

Voraussetzungen – The project attaches great importance to the individual commitment of the
participants, to taking time, slowing down, consciously working on and with
communication. 
– basic English skills
– motivation to be engaged in a long-duration artistic exchange

Lehrform – (the start of) a long duration artistic exchange and small cooperative projects with
art students in small groups of 2-4
– close reading, group discussion, reflection
– Workshop by Tanja Ostojic

Zielgruppen Students from the Zurich University of the Arts (Switzerland), Buenos Aires
(Argentina), Newcastle (UK), Belfast (Northern Ireland).

Lernziele /
Kompetenzen

Throughout the project we will 
– critically questione social media and digital possibilities for communication and yet
try to find ways to use it artistically for a cooperative work
– critically examine "globalization" / "internationalization"
– reflect on post_coloniality

Also the following questions will accompany the process: 
– Which ways can be found for working together artistically? 
– What does it mean to be part of an artistical exchange, to work collectively or
interactively under different cultural preconditions?

Inhalte Starting point of this project is a digital exchange where we get to know each other,
the approaches in our respective art practices, the specific environments, our daily
lives, as well as the different political situations. We will work in small, mixed
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groups of 2-4 people, communicate via social media and digital means and
develop small artistic projects together: trying to find individual ways to work on
collective art projects, using different media. An experimental and process-based
approach has priority over end results. The emphasis here is on the interaction, on
communication (the choice of its medium), the confrontation with the respective
counterpart, the common process. The interactions become, so to speak, part of
the "material" of the artistic cooperations. 

Olivia Jaques ist Künstlerin / Kulturarbeiterin mit Arbeitsschwerpunkt Raum & Körper,
Wahrnehmung, in situ und Betrachtung. In ihrer Arbeit wird dieses Interessensfeld
des In-Beziehung-Bringens erweitert durch diskursive, kollektive, prozessuale und
experimentelle Formate sowie theoretische und kuratorische Fragestellungen.
Even though the starting point for this project will be the (Blockwoche) block week,
the project / the artistic exchanges / communication with the art students from
abroad will continue for aprox. the rest of the year and will conclude, if the
participants agree on it, in  joint, digital happenings in the various cities. 

Olivia Jaques is an artist / cultural worker with a focus on space, perception and in
situ artistic working processes. In her work, this field of interest of >>relating<< is
extended via discursive, collective, process based and experimental formats,
theoretical and curatorial questions.

Leistungsnachweis /
Testatanforderung

– active participation 100%
– individual commitment

Termine Blockwoche 2: 01. - 05. April
jeweils 09:15 - 17:00 Uhr

Bewertungsform bestanden / nicht bestanden
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