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Theorie: Publics, Politics, Pictures

Photography and Exhibitions – A Common History

This seminar concentrates on the history and politics of photography seen through some of the most
important photography exhibitions and curatorial projects

Angebot für
Bisheriges Studienmodell > Fine Arts > Bachelor Fine Arts > Grundstudium > Theorie
Bisheriges Studienmodell > Fine Arts > Bachelor Fine Arts > Hauptstudium > Theorie

Nummer und Typ BKM-BKM-Th.17F.011 / Moduldurchführung

Modul Theorie

Veranstalter Departement Fine Arts

Leitung Witold Kanicki

Anzahl Teilnehmende maximal 15

ECTS 3 Credits

Lehrform Seminar, short excursions

Zielgruppen Studierende BA Kunst & Medien
Studierende anderer Studiengänge und Departemente auf Anfrage an
witold.kanicki@gmail.com

Lernziele /
Kompetenzen

Knowledge of the history of photography and exhibition history; knowledge of the
interrelationships between photography, the public and politics

Inhalte This seminar explores different aspects of the medium’s history, seen through
seminal exhibitions of photography. The major part of the seminar will be devoted
to the place of photography within past and contemporary curatorial practices,
including the most recent internet projects. Besides the first photoshows (19th
century photography salons or world exhibitions), a strong accent will be placed on
events that became important landmarks in art history, such as the "Film und Foto
Ausstellung" in Stuttgart, 1929. The political functions of the medium will be
discussed thoroughly. Exhibitions like "Road to Victory" (MoMA, 1942) or "Family
of Man" (MoMA 1955), which attracted crowds of people, unveiled the means of
socio-political manipulation and propaganda.
The history of photography exhibitions may be also examined through the
specificity of installations, respectively. Conceptual photographers (e.g. Bernd and
Hilla Becher) and contemporary artists (e.g. Wolfgang Tillmans, Liz Deschenes)
introduced new ways of space arrangement. Such installations may significantly
influence the gallery audience, giving additional meaning to the pictures' contents.
Apart from lectures by Witold Kanicki, students will be asked to participate in
discussions, read short texts and present them in the form of 20 minutes
powerpoint presentations, containing selected quotations from the texts,
respectively. Whereas the morning sessions will focus on lectures and student
presentations, the afternoons will be dedicated to visits to photography exhibitions
(a.o. Fotomuseum Winterthur) and discussions of theme-related films and movies.

Leistungsnachweis /
Testatanforderung

Regelmässige, aktive Teilnahme. Min. 80% Anwesenheitspflicht und Referat

Termine BW 2: 03.-07.04.17

Bewertungsform bestanden / nicht bestanden
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Bemerkung Seminar language: English
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